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DETAILED ACTION 

Amendment received on March 02, 2009 has been acknowledged. 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is 
eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.1 14, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) 
has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 
37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on March 02, 2009 has been entered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) llic invcnlion was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the Unilcd Slates before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 35 1(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the Enghsh language. 

3. Claims 26-3 1 and 38-41 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Yap 
et al (US Patent AppUcation Publication No. 2003/0066893 Al). 

Re claims 26, 3 1 and 41 : Yap discloses a reader 4401 that is configured for the reading of 
the card 10. The reader 4401 is formed of a housing 4402 incorporating a card receptacle 4404 
that includes an access opening 4410 through which a smart card 10 is insertable (Paragraph 
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[0144]). Such disclosure teaches an opening that defines a fiinctional position for communicating 
with the smart device when the smart device is received in the opening. Yap discloses contacts 
4407 extend from a connector block mounted upon a printed circuit board positioned between 
the base section and support surface by way of the two mountings. Arranged on an opposite side 
of the PCB to the connector block is electronic circuitry, electrically connected to the connectors 
4407 and the touch sensitive membrane and configured for reading data from the card 10 
(Paragraph [0150], lines 1-10). Yap discloses that the exposed contacts and associated circuitry 
of the reader are configured to read the stored data associated with the confrol indicia from the 
memory chip, either automatically upon insertion of the smart card into the control template 
receptacle, or selectively in response to a signal from the remote reader. This signal can, for 
example, be fransmitted to the smart card via the exposed contacts and data contacts (Paragraph 
[0085]). Such connectors 4407 are first connecting means for connecting with the smart device 
when the smart device is located at the functional position, so as to send data to the smart device. 
Yap discloses Infra-red (IR) commmications that are implemented using two circuits connected 
to the microconfroUer 44, an IR fransmitter 49 for IR transmission and an IR receiver 40 for IR 
reception (Paragraph [0155]). Such disclosure teaches second connecting means for fransmitting 
the received data to the terminal device. Yap discloses a viewing area 4406 that preferably has 
the same dimensions as the upper face 16 of the card 10 such that the upper face 16 is, for all 
intents and purposes, fully visible within the viewing area 4406 through the transparent pressure 
sensitive membrane 4408 (Paragraph [0146], lines 8-12). Such disclosure teaches a fransparent 
portion for allowing at least a portion of the smart device to be visible therethrough when the 
smart device located at the fimctional position and connected to the first connecting means. 
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Re claim 27: As shown in Fig. 10, Yap shows the microcontroller 44 interfaces between 
the smart device at component 42 and the terminal device via the receiver 40/transmitter 49, and 
the input connector in the smart card I/F 42 and the microcontroller 44 forms a component set as 
reader 1. 

Re claim 28: As shown in Fig. 43 and Fig. 45, Yap shows a pair of longitudinal slides 

4404. 

Re claims 29 and 30: As shown in Fig. 47 (a). Yap shows a pair of arms near reference 
number 481 1 that connects the pair of longitudinal slides to the component set and forming a V 
shape. 

Re claims 38-40: Yap discloses a reader 4401 that is configured for the reading of the 
card 10. The reader 4401 is formed of a housing 4402 incorporating a card receptacle 4404 that 
includes an access opening 4410 through which a smart card 10 is insertable (Paragraph [0144]). 
Yap discloses contacts 4407 extend from a connector block mounted upon a printed circuit board 
positioned between the base section and support surface by way of the two mountings. Arranged 
on an opposite side of the PCB to the connector block is electronic circuitry, electrically 
connected to the connectors 4407 and the touch sensitive membrane and configured for reading 
data from the card 10 (Paragraph [0150], lines 1-10). Yap discloses that the exposed contacts and 
associated circuitry of the reader are configured to read the stored data associated with the 
control indicia from the memory chip, either automatically upon insertion of the smart card into 
the control template receptacle, or selectively in response to a signal from the remote reader. 
This signal can, for example, be fransmitted to the smart card via the exposed contacts and data 
contacts (Paragraph [0085]). Yap discloses Infra-red (IR) communications that are implemented 
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using two circuits connected to the microcontroller 44, an IR transmitter 49 for IR transmission 
and an IR receiver 40 for IR reception (Paragraph [0155]). Such disclosure teaches a functional 
position for receiving the chip card so as to establish a two way communication link between the 
chip card and the external terminal device. Yap discloses a viewing area 4406 that preferably has 
the same dimensions as the upper face 16 of the card 10 such that the upper face 16 is, for all 
intents and purposes, fully visible within the viewing area 4406 through the transparent pressure 
sensitive membrane 4408 (Paragraph [0146], lines 8-12). Such disclosure teaches a part at least 
partially covering the functional position, wherein the part comprises a transparent or translucent 
material. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S. C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 1 02 ol' this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such thai the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 32-37 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Yap in view 
of Graczynski et al (US 4,492,855). 

Re claims 32 and 37: Yap discloses a reader 4401 that is configured for the reading of the 
card 10. The reader 4401 is formed of a housing 4402 incorporating a card receptacle 4404 that 
includes an access opening 4410 through which a smart card 10 is insertable (Paragraph [0144]). 
Such disclosure teaches an opening that defines a functional position for communicating with the 
smart device when the smart device is received in the opening. Yap discloses contacts 4407 
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extend from a connector block mounted upon a printed circuit board positioned between the base 
section and support surface by way of the two mountings. Arranged on an opposite side of the 
PCB to the connector block is electronic circuitry, electrically connected to the connectors 4407 
and the touch sensitive membrane and configured for reading data from the card 10 (Paragraph 
[0150], lines 1-10). Such connectors 4407 are input connecting means for connecting with the 
smart device when the smart device is located at the fiinctional position, so as to receive data 
from the smart device. Yap discloses Infra-red (IR) communications that are implemented using 
two circuits connected to the microcontroller 44, an IR transmitter 49 for IR transmission and an 
IR receiver 40 for IR reception (Paragraph [01 55]). Such disclosure teaches an output connecting 
means for transmitting the received data to the terminal device. Yap discloses a viewing area 
4406 that preferably has the same dimensions as the upper face 16 of the card 10 such that the 
upper face 16 is, for all intents and purposes, fiiUy visible within the viewing area 4406 through 
the transparent pressure sensitive membrane 4408 (Paragraph [0146], lines 8-12). As shown in 
Fig. 47 (a)-(c), the bottom face of the card is also visible as there is an opening 4410. Such 
disclosures teaches a transparent portion for allowing at least apportion of the opposed top face 
of the card and at least a portion of the opposed bottom face of the card to be visible 
therethrough when the card is located at the fiinctional position and connected to the input 
connector. 

Yap fails to teach that the transparent or translucent portion allows at least a portion of 
the opposed bottom face of the card to be visible. 

Graczynski discloses that a clear light transparent plastic fihn 5 1 is placed over the top 
edges of the housing 40 and a comparable light transparent film 52 is placed over the lower 
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surface of housing 40, thereby providing a chamber defined by the two films and housing 40 (col 
3, line 66-col 4, line 3). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to an artisan of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to integrate the teachings of Graczynski to the teachings of Yap such that 
both sides of the card can be visible to ensure that secure and proper connection is made between 
the card and the card reader, which ensures that proper data transmission can be made. 

Re claim 33: As shown in Fig. 10, Yap shows the microcontroller 44 interfaces between 
the smart device at component 42 and the terminal device via the receiver 40/transmitter 49, and 
the input connector in the smart card I/F 42 and the microcontroller 44 forms a component set as 
reader 1 . 

Re claim 34: As shown in Fig. 43 and Fig. 45, Yap shows a pair of longitudinal slides 

4404. 

Re claims 35 and 36: As shown in Fig. 47 (a), Yap shows a pair of arms near reference 
number 48 11 that connects the pair of longitudinal slides to the component set and forming a V 
shape. 

Response to Arguments 

6. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 26-41 have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to KUMIKO C. KOYAMA whose telephone number is (571)272- 
2394. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 8am-4:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Steve Paik can be reached on 571-272-2404. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an apphcation may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Kumiko C. Koyama/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2887 

March 30, 2009 



